
Individuals that own and drive their own
trucks as independent contractors (owner-
operators) must still be included on CPRs.
However, unlike other truck drivers, the wage
rates and hours worked do not need to be
entered for them on the CPRs; only the
notation of “Owner-Operators” is required. 

What about Owner-Operators?

Here are a few common cases where a truck
driver would typically spend more than De
Minimis time working on a jobsite:

    Offloading materials/supplies at multiple
lllllocations on the jobsite

    Moving materials from one area to another
llllon the project

    Transporting materials between a virtually
lllladjacent facility and the construction site 

Note: a “virtually adjacent” facility that is
separate from a project site but is still used
for prefabrication purposes specifically for
that project is still considered the project’s
“site of work”.

Unfortunately, there is no universal answer
that applies to every situation. Like many
things in the wonderful world of Davis-Bacon,
it really depends. Generally, however, this is
determined by the nature of work the driver
performed and time spent on the project site.

Are truck drivers subject to prevailing
wages?

If a driver spends a significant amount of time
working on a project site beyond simply
arriving, loading/unloading, and leaving, it can
be considered as “covered work” under Davis-
Bacon. Now, the real question is: what is
considered significant time? The USDOL
defines this as anything that is not De
Minimis – a.k.a. work that is not “too trivial or
minor to merit consideration.” If only a few
minutes at a time are spent picking up or
dropping off materials or supplies (and less
than 20% of their total work hours for the
week are spent on the project site), they
generally would not be considered for
covered work. However, there are frequently
situations where this is not the case…

How do I know if my truck drivers need to
be paid prevailing wages?

Trucking On
Davis-Bacon

Projects

What are typical scenarios of covered
work under Davis-Bacon?
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One-Page Guide:

Truck drivers can be referred by a variety of
different names on a certified payroll report
(CPR), and it often depends on which part of
the country the project is. Some of the most
common terms are:

Types of Trucking & Common
Terminology

1 Drivers

4 Teamsters

3 Operators2 Truckers

5 Owner-Operators


